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FALLS LAKE AND WATERSHED NOW AMONG MOST-STUDIED  

WATER RESOURCE SYSTEMS IN NORTH CAROLINA 

Butner, NC, July 2019 — The Upper Neuse River Basin Association has released the results of a 51-

month, $3 million water quality monitoring program for Falls Lake and the rivers and streams that drain 

into it. With nearly 30,000 data points covering 23 different kinds of water quality measurements, the 

information collected makes the basin – a 770-square-mile area that drains to Falls Lake and supplies 

drinking water to the City of Raleigh – one of the most studied in the State of North Carolina. The new 

data will provide critical scientific information to the Upper Neuse River Basin Association as it builds 

computer-based lake and watershed models to support the development of a revised nutrient 

management strategy for the area. A revised strategy is critical, as future requirements for Falls Lake are 

projected to cost the watershed over $1 billion beyond what local governments have already invested to 

meet and exceed today’s requirements. 

The data from the newly-released report has already led to important findings about water quality in 

Falls Lake and its watershed. In spite of population growth, the amount of nitrogen and phosphorous – 

two State-regulated nutrients that contribute to algae blooms – that enters into the man-made reservoir 

has decreased since the Neuse River was dammed to create it in the early 1980s. The amounts have also 

decreased since 2006, the baseline year selected by the State when it developed the Falls Lake Nutrient 

Management Rules. Several factors have driven the recent reductions, including municipalities’ 

investments in better wastewater treatment technology and actions to limit the environmental impacts 

of urban growth. 

The data also shows that many different factors, not just the delivery of nutrients to Falls Lake, 

determine the quality of its water. To maintain recent progress and continue the positive trend, the 

Association’s members are using the report and its data to develop recommendations for a replacement 

strategy that reflects a more sophisticated understanding of the watershed’s influence on the lake. 

“With this data in hand,” said Forrest Westall, the Upper Neuse River Basin Association’s Executive 

Director, “we have the information needed to develop a more balanced approach to managing 

nutrients. A better strategy will focus the right amount of energy and resources on actions that really 

matter—an objective only possible through a much better scientific understanding of Falls Lake and its 

basin.” 

### 

For more information on the Upper Neuse River Basin Association, the monitoring report, the Falls Lake Nutrient 

Management Strategy and Rules, or the development of a revised strategy, please contact Forrest Westall at (919) 

339-3679 or info@unrba.org. To review the full monitoring report, visit upperneuse.org/final-monitoring-report. 
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